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Learner’s Experience of: Peace, Knowledge of the Atomic Bomb,
World War II, and Peace Consciousness — An Analysis of Data
Collected from Elementary & Junior High School Students

in Hiroshima

Tairou ITOU

In this paper, the author analyzes the data of Hiroshima Peace Education Survey performed
by Hiroshima Institute for Peace Education in 2010. The object of this survey is the fifth and
sixth grader in the elementary school and junior high school students in Hiroshima Prefecture.
It is in 1968 that the first survey was performed, and it has been carried out continuously. So,
one of aims in this paper is exploring change of answers during the last four decades. Since
there is backlash against the peace education and human rights education in Hiroshima
Prefecture now, analysis in this paper is very important.

The results show that almost all students studied about use and damage of the atomic bomb
in school. But, the teaching method has changed, for example, use of the teaching material
which teachers’ union published has decreased. On the other hand, students who talk with
family about the atomic bomb and get to know through mass media are decreasing.

The rate of correct answers of questions about the atomic bomb and World War II is
decreasing, and even if they become upper-class students, its rate doesn't increase. The date
when the atomic bomb was used against Hiroshima City — August 6, 1945 — is known by only
40.0% of students.

There are many findings about peace consciousness. For example, while the rate of students
who recognize Japan to be peaceful is higher than previous studies, there is also higher rate of
students who consider peace and war usually. It is considered to be the feature of Hiroshima
Prefecture.

The findings of previous studies show that concern about peace and war and motivation for
peace education and peace building is higher for girls than boys. But these findings are not
necessarily applied in our survey data and hypotheses about sex difference are considered to be
modified.

Keywords: Peace Education Atomic Bomb Hiroshima Prefecture
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